
Revelation #6 
 

Revelation 2- The 7 Churches 
 

 
The Church of Pergamos 

 
 

• Capital city of Asia, 75 miles north of Ephesus 
• Known for one of the finest libraries in the ancient world with over 200,000 volumes. Mark Anthony 

gifted the library to Cleopatra 
• Parchment was first used as paper in this city 
• Pergamos means “married” or “elevated” 
• Pictures the church age from AD 300-500, the “Compromising Church” – time of doctrinal 

controversies, debates, and discussions 
 
 

1) The Counselor  2:12 
 

o “he that hath the sharp sword with two edges” 
 

o References the Bible as the _________________ of God and the standard for what is truth 
 
 

2)  The Commendation  2:13        “I know thy works….”    (told to each of the 7 churches) 
 

• They kept the faith 
 

o “Satan’s seat” – some see this as Pergamos or __________________ 
 

o Alludes to _____________________  Gen. 11:1-9, Rev. 17-19, Zech 5:8-11) 
 

o Didn’t deny the faith in them midst of all the doctrinal controversies  
 

§  Arian doctrine – attack on the deity and eternality of Christ 
 

§ Council of Nicaea – denounced Arianism, established orthodoxy and the Nicene 
Creed, set the basis for bishops and control of churches and doctrines in Rome, 
universally recognized as the first ecumenical meeting of religious leaders. 

 
• They were martyred for their faith 

 
o Antipas – name means “ ________________  ___________”, never appears in any other 

historical record, but Jesus knew who he was (John 10:3, 2 Tim 2:19) 
 

o He became the symbol of the true church taking a stand for the truth of Christ and against 
error and compromise 

 
 
 
 



3)  The Condemnation 2:14-15 
 

o They were tolerating the “doctrine of Balaam” 
 

§ Num. 22-24 – compromise with unbelievers and promoting spiritual fornication of the 
union of the church and the world 

§ NT refers to his “doctrine, error, and way” 
 

• His way (2 Pet2:15) ___________________________________________ 
 

• His error (Jude 11) ____________________________________________ 
 

• His doctrine (Rev 2:14) ________________________________________ 
 

o They were tolerating the “doctrine of the Nicolaitanes” 
 

•  the “deeds” of 2:6 had now progressed to the point of “doctrine” 
 

• what you _____________ affects what you ___________________!! 
 

• Churches then really began to hold to the doctrine of the clergy holding 
authority of the people.  

 
• This is beginning of the Bishop of Rome seeking political power and 

becoming the “center of spirituality” 
 

4) The Counsel  2:16 
 

o Repent or I will come quickly – references removing the candlestick 
 

o “them” refers to those who are holding false doctrines 
 

o “sword of my mouth” – God fights false doctrine with His Word – that is the standard! 
 

 
5) The Challenge  2:17 

 
o “hidden manna” = some of a close nature, intimacy 

 
o The “white stone” 

 
§ A Tessara = small gift given to someone who is very close to you, similar to an 

engagement ring 
 

§ It was a white stone with a personal message carved on it (Jesus is the “living stone” that 
Revelation tells us has a name written on his thigh) 

 
§ It speaks of having an intimate walk with the Lord Jesus 

 
§ How important is pure doctrine and a knowledge of the Word of God! 

 


